VIII

DRIVE AND MECHANISM IN SOCIAL
BEHAVIOR

Looked at from a comrnonsense point of view, there is
no part of human behavior that is more interesting and
significant than the behavior of larger or smaller groups
of men. From the scientific point of view, the concep-
tion of social behavior, and especially that of social con-
sciousness, are somewhat puzzling, since the question
immediately obtrudes itself, what consciousness, or
what behavior, there is in a group of men that is not
the consciousness or behavior of the individual members
of the group. Mystical conceptions of the social mind
can find no favor with the psychologists of today, who
belong almost wholly to the hard-headed variety. We
may as well admit, first as last, that there is no over-
consciousness appertaining to the group, and that there
is no activity of the group that does not resolve itself
into the activities of its members. Why then, it will be
asked, should we speak at all of social behavior, and set
apart a section of our psychology as the chapter on
social psychology?

The puzzle may be resolved by considering analogous
cases in which no question of mind or consciousness is
present to complicate the matter. Suppose we have
three dots on the blackboard, arranged in a particular
form, triangular, let us say. Then it is perfectly true to
say that the dots are all there is there, except indeed the